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Carbon Trust is now a new investor in CamSemi. The latter has raised 
£13m funding to develop products that dramatically reduce energy 
consumption of electronic equipment when in ‘standby’ mode. 	  
www.carbontrust.co.uk

Government:  An ideas competition is to be run to develop and set the 
design standards for ten new eco-towns. Yvette Cooper, Housing & 
Planning Minister adds that she wants the leading creative thinkers in 
architecture, urban and landscape design and transport planning to 
submit proposals. Up to 20,000 new homes will be incorporated in each. 
www.communities.gov.uk

The Strategic Forum for Construction (SFfC) is aiming to widen the 
appeal of the 2012 Construction Commitments, a natural successor to the 
Latham and Egan Reports, by encouraging more public sector clients to 
adopt the industry’s Commitments. 300 organisations to date.  	
www.strategicforum.org.uk

Sustainable Architecture, Editor David Turrent. This is a new, highly 
illustrated publication from RIBA Publishing, in conjunction with the 
RIBA Sustainable Futures Group. It aims to provide architects with the 
inspiration they need to deliver sustainable buildings and includes case 
studies. 								      
www.ribabookshops.com 

The Golf Classic, the UK construction industry’s biggest and most 
talked about tournament is a six-round, knockout, four-ball, better-ball, 
competition, open to two-ball teams. Golfers must have a club handicap 
and be employed within the construction industry (non-manufacturer).  
Commences March 2008 and concludes with the grand final at Celtic 
Manor in October. Celtic Manor is hosting the 2010 Ryder Cup.	
www.thegolfclassic.co.uk

Have you ever been late for a meeting in Greenland… or Green Park 
and your mobile dies before your very eyes? Then take a look at the 
Powermonkey-eXplorer – a natty, compact device that provides a 	
mains-charged boost to your mobile, camera, MP3 player and features a 
solar panel when all else fails. £65.00 inc. vat.  			 
www.powertraveller.com
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The only cavity tray company awarded European Technical 
Approval offers architect advantages 
Cavity Trays Ltd is the longest-established company in its specialised field. The Company has a new range of 
solutions for construction problems and is making such information available to architects via a CPD service with a 
real difference. The architect benefits in several new ways.

Cavity Trays CPD Seminars are held on architect’s premises – we come to you. The first difference is that each 
presentation (including the Powerpoint animated graphics) is tailored to focus on the architects specifically 
requested area, rather than being a standard presentation. Secondly the content includes reference to changes in 
legislation, design considerations etc released in the preceding month – it is up to date. Finally, each attendee of 
the presentation receives a comprehensive information pack within which is confirmation of the product liability 
cover that operates for the benefit of the architect when Cavity Trays of Yeovil products are specified and used on a 
project. Cavity Trays is the only cavity tray manufacturer able to claim over eighty years experience in this 
specialised field. Presentations are testament to this in-depth knowledge and help explain why any reader of the 
British Standards may recognise many of Cavity Trays established designs.  A new CPD booking period from 1st 
April 2008 to 30th September 2008 is now open, although selected dates are still available in some prior months. 
(e-mail enquiries@cavitytrays.co.uk for bookings and availability). Refreshment package provided.

Of the six new solutions being released is a new range of cavitrays for concave and convex cavity walls and 
diaphragm walls. When a roofline intersects a concave or convex cavity wall, it presents the designer with an 
unusual problem. The actual angle at which the roof strikes the masonry varies throughout the intersection – it does 
not remain constant despite the roof itself being at a constant angle. Also the effect of the concave or convex arc is 
to accentuate the water-wash being blown across the curved surface. Provision must be made for weathering 
functionality into the direction of each lap as well as with the direction of the lap as the increase in water-wash 
traversing a sq metre of curved surface can increase by 200%, compared with a flat surface where the plane does 
not promote deflection other than flowing downwardly by gravitation. The dimension of each tray is individually and 
compositely computer calculated to take into account such water wash, the arc of the wall and the masonry coursing.

Another new concept is a new composite dpc system for timber frame construction. Embracing several statutory 
requirements into one ready-to-use product, the new design establishes at ground level all the requisite dpc 
requirements whilst interfacing with the timber skin membrane and linking with the over site membrane. At the 
same time it provides protection throughout the depth of the cavity wall against rising methane or radon gas. 
Operations on site are speeded up and a known quality of preformed detail is created, thus eliminating site errors 
associated with site-fabrications. More importantly, in terms of the designer’s possible exposure to future liability, 
the building envelope achieves ground gas barrier status within its walls.

Contact Details  											       
Website: www.cavitytrays.co.uk    Email: enquiries@cavitytrays.co.uk   Tel: 01935 474769   Fax: 01935 428223. 
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Left image	
Some of the contents included within the 
new CPD Information Packs handed to each 
attendee. Latest CPD booking period now 
open.

Middle image	
Convex cavity trays, with attached lead 
flashings. 

Top right image	
One of the upgraded fire-rated closers, 
available with up to four hours fire integrity 
rating and able to accommodate cavity 
widths of up to 150mm.
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Safety first – new build primary school in Co Durham is 
supplied with safety flooring from Tarkett Marley Floors
St Johns Primary School, a new build school in Sheldon, Co Durham opened its doors this year complete with 
Tarkett Marley Floors’ safety floors fitted throughout all the wet areas.

Barry Wilkinson, Director of Proctor Flooring Ltd said, “Tarkett’s floor coverings were specified for the project 
because they offer a good selection of colours suitable for the school environment. The safety ranges also perform 
to a high standard which met the clients’ requirement. They also offer good value for money and from a contractor’s 
point of view they are very easy to work with.”

Tarkett’s Granit Multisafe is a highly proven studded safety floorcovering and so it was the first choice for the 
disabled toilet, an area in the school where safety is of paramount importance. Granit Multisafe has been specially 
designed to offer optimum safety underfoot in wet areas, with a construction that provides a good grip for feet. The 
dense, impermeable surface and the well-rounded studs also mean Granit Multisafe is hygienic and easy to clean.

In the children’s and staff toilets and in the wet areas around the sinks in each classroom Safetred Spectrum PU 
was installed.  In these areas it was important to have a heavy duty slip resistant flooring which was attractive and 
complemented the décor of the classroom and surrounding floorcovering. Recommended for use in heavy traffic 
areas, Safetred Spectrum PU is a slip resistant, heavy-duty decorative chip effect floorcovering with PU protection, 
which is available in a choice of 20 contemporary colours. 

In addition to a 10-year guarantee, the flooring also has good environmental credentials as it contains 25% 
recycled material, thus reducing the depletion of virgin raw materials in manufacture and the lower ongoing 
maintenance requirements resulting from the PU protection reduces energy, water and detergent consumption.

For product information contact: The Customer Services Department, Tarkett-Marley Floors Limited, Lenham, 
Maidstone, Kent ME17 2QX.  Tel: 01622 854040.  Fax: 01622 854500.  Email: uksales@tarkett.com  	
Website: www.marleyfloors.com   www.tarkettcommercial.com
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Main image	
In the wet areas in each classroom Safetred 
Spectrum PU was installed - a heavy duty 
slip resistant flooring. 

Top right image	
Tarkett Marley Floors’ safety floors - the 
perfect choice for all wet areas at St Johns 
School, especially the toilet facilities. 

Bottom right image	
Safetred Spectrum PU is a slip resistant, 
heavy-duty decorative chip effect 
floorcovering with advanced PU protection.  
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‘Class A’ sound absorption from an advanced mineral 		
ceiling tile
The growth for acoustic ceiling solutions continues to gain momentum and in response Knauf AMF has developed 
a wide range of products to meet bespoke location requirements. Not all acoustic needs are the same and in this 
area AMF is at the leading edge of expertise and advice.

Thermatex Alpha is the latest product to join the AMF range of Acoustic products. It is the first tile to feature the 
handling and installation advantages of a wet-felt mineral tile, as opposed to low-density mineral or glass wool, 
providing performance characteristics hitherto unavailable in this material.

AMF Thermatex Alpha provides Sound Absorption Class A to BS EN ISO 354 with an Alpha w rating of 0.90, as 
well as an NRC of 0.90. Good sound attenuation is combined with excellent fire protection performance - up to 120 
minutes in accordance with EN 13501-2.

Aesthetics + Performance:  Available with both square and recessed edges AMF Thermatex Alpha is aimed at 
locations where the highest performance of acoustics is required, e.g. schools (where it conforms to BB93), retail 
outlets, hospitals, open plan offices, public buildings. In addition to achieving high levels of performance, it also 
offers excellent aesthetics, with an elegant white, smooth design, affording 80% light reflection in a 600 x 600mm 
format and with straight or recessed tile edges. AMF Thermatex Alpha can also be specified with the HYGENA 
treatment to suit areas where a higher degree of hygiene is required. 

For specifiers and acoustic consultants - AMF Thermatex Alpha can substantially reduce reverberation times in 
rooms, with the consequent benefits of noise reduction and good speech intelligibility. School classrooms, meeting 
halls, restaurants and commercial offices can all benefit from this type of acoustic control. AMF has more than 45 
years experience in developing high performance acoustic ceiling systems – including insulation, absorption and 
attenuation. More information on the entire range of ceilings on www.amfceilings.co.uk

For contractors - AMF Thermatex Alpha is easy to work with, including handling and cutting.  Importantly the edges 
have been specifically hardened on this product to minimise the likelihood of breakage and therefore wastage.

Stuart Brown, UK Sales Manager at Knauf AMF explains: “The wet-felt mineral process is tried and tested, with 
the combination of bio-soluble mineral wool, perlite, starch and clay providing what is arguably the best all-round 
ceiling tile.  Knauf AMF, one of Europe’s foremost manufacturers, has now developed a wet-felt tile with outstanding 
sound absorption performance to ensure that AMF is at the leading edge of acoustic ceiling solutions”. 

Major investment in one of the most advanced production plants in Europe for the manufacture of ceiling tiles is 
proving to be a sound one for Knauf AMF, with the latest launch of Thermatex Alpha.  

Request a new brochure for a quiet life:  A new brochure/specification sheet is now available by contacting: 	
The Marketing Dept., Knauf AMF Ceilings Ltd, Thames House, 6 Church Street, Twickenham, Middlesex TW1 3NJ.  	
Tel: 020 8892 3216 or emailing sales@amfceilings.co.uk
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Main image	
Thermatex Alpha is aimed at locations 
where the highest performance of acoustics 
is required, for example schools. 

Top right image	
A new brochure/specification sheet for 
Thermatex Alpha is now available featuring 
the handling and installation advantages of 
a wet-felt mineral tile.
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CUPA Natural Slate 
specified for luxury 
second homes at Waters 
Edge
Set within the beautiful countryside of The 
Nene Valley lies Waters Edge; a prestigious 
development of high specification, luxury second 
homes. CUPA Natural Slate was specified for 
the roofing at Waters Edge – its characteristics 
meeting the exacting requirements of the 
designers. 

Slate is a natural material that is exceptionally 
hardwearing, with a timeless warmth and 
elegance. Being virtually impervious to the 
elements it can last more than a lifetime. Harris 
Slate provided CUPA 5 Slate for the Waters Edge 
development, and almost twenty thousand tiles 
have already been used throughout phase one, 
with a similar amount specified for the second 
phase.

CUPA 5 is a pale grey slate with a riven surface 
and hand split into a thickness of 7-8mm. It is 
available in a variety of formats including square, 
rectangular, rounded and rustic. CUPA complies 
with British and European Standards and the firm 
offers its customers a 30-year guarantee. 

Roger Woodbridge from Howlett Leisure, who 
developed Waters Edge comments, “I specified 
CUPA Slate because of the texture and colour.  
When the sun shines at certain angles it reflects 
the woodwork and lightens the edges of the 
fascia. The consistent quality of the slate is a 
bonus.

For product information contact CUPA Natural 
Slate. Tel: 01892 752302  Fax: 01892 752192 	
Web: www.cupanaturalslate.co.uk or 		
email: uk.cupa@cupagroup.com

View company information >>     Contact >>

Lafarge Roofing		
Reclaim the vintage look 
with Redland OH Clay 
Pantile
The new Redland OH Clay Pantile has an 
authentic reclaimed old English look in two 
weathered colours. 

This means that the rustic charm of traditional 
natural clay pantile roofing can easily be created 
for multi-unit new-build housing sites, as well 
as for individual home-improvements to meet 
modern high performance standards, because it 
is backed by the Redland 15 Year Roof System 
Guarantee.

When the very best looking, old English roof 
is wanted, it’s previously been impossible to 
expect modern high performance, never mind 
with a guarantee or not. Here is a product to turn 
heads when on the roof for all the right reasons 
and meet every specifier’s highest demands for 
supply reliability and performance quality.

The Redland OH Clay Pantile is launched with all 
the matching fittings and accessories to perform 
on roof pitches down to 30 degrees, to create a 
complete classic old English look from day one.

Extra good news is the cost advantage resulting 
from the new Redland OH Clay Pantile’s higher 
covering capacity – only 16.2 tiles per square 
metre – which is at least 10 per cent more 
coverage than most equivalent tiles.

Obtain free samples by simply getting in touch 
with Lafarge Roofing on telephone 08705 601000 
or email sales@lafarge-roofing.co.uk.

www.lafarge-roofing.co.uk	

reader enquiries to: 				 
Claire Moore at Lafarge Roofing Ltd		
Regent House, Station Approach, 		
Dorking Surrey RH4 1TG			 
tel 08705 601000  fax 08705 642742		
claire.moore@lafarge-roofing.co.uk

View company information >>     Contact >>

Swish Building Products 
brings new choice to the 
commercial sector 
Social housing and newbuild specialist Swish 
Building Products has added two new coloured 
roofline ranges to its extensive offer, giving 
designers, developers and residents more choice 
and flexibility.

The new Anthracite and Grey ranges of fascias, 
soffits and bargeboards have colour matched 
joints, corners and plastic headed trimtop fixings.

David Osborne, Technical Services Manager, of 
Swish Building Products said: “The commercial 
sector is changing. The design of residential 
developments is becoming more creative 
as housing associations, ALMOs and Local 
Authorities work in partnership with architects to 
meet the future housing needs of tenants.

We are also working to support newbuild 
architects and specifiers by expanding 
our already comprehensive range of low 
maintenance and durable PVC roofline and 
cladding systems. The addition of the black 
Anthracite and Grey finishes will give architects 
new choices, in delivering low maintenance 
desirable homes.”

The new colours from Swish carry a 10 year 
guarantee.

For further information on the comprehensive 
range of roofline and cladding systems from 
Swish Building Products visit www.swishbp.co.uk 
or call 01827 317200.

View company information >>     Contact >>
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Rockfon unveils new-look 
website 
Rockfon Ltd, the UK ceiling systems division 
of Rockwool International, has just unveiled its 
new-look website. The site is divided into five 
key sections to link in with the company’s active 
ceilings concept. The five sections - Products, 
Acoustics, Performance, Design and Installation 
– are colour coded making it easy for the browser 
to find the desired information. There are also 
direct links to access information about the 
Rockfon Group, latest news and a literature/
samples order/download facility.

The new-look site incorporates several 
innovative tools designed to aid ceiling selection, 
specification and installation, including:

Specification Generator - produces an NBS 
specification with the facility to cut and paste 
relevant text into your NBS K40 template.

Quantity Calculator - designed to help calculate 
quantity consumption in different room types.  
Each calculation provides a ceiling layout drawing 
and a consumption list, which can be printed or 
saved.

Acoustic Calculator - designed to help 
calculate reverberation time in different room 
types.  Based on specific input it will recommend 
different Rockfon solutions that will fulfil legal 
requirements or Rockfon recommendations 
related to reverberation time.

Application Guide - select a sector and room 
type to find out the relevant legislation and 
Rockfon recommendations.

In addition, the site which can be found at 	
www.rockfon.co.uk contains a valuable distributor 
search facility for locating your nearest Rockfon 
ceiling distributor.

Tel: 0800 3890314  Email: info@rockfon.co.uk

View company information >>     Contact >>
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Tarkett launches Contract 
Supreme Wood, a wide 
width flooring solution 
ideal for large spaces
Contract Supreme Wood is a new wood effect 
sheet vinyl flooring developed by Tarkett to meet 
the need for versatile and attractive solutions in 
heavy commercial areas such as retail, education 
and healthcare.  In addition to the 2m width it is 
also available in extra wide widths of 4m - ideal 
for installation in large areas

The surface of Contract Supreme Wood flooring 
has a PUR reinforcement ensuring it requires less 
cleaning and maintenance. As Contract Supreme 
Wood does not require the use of wax and polish 
throughout its lifetime, maintenance costs can be 
reduced by up to 30%.

In addition Contract Supreme Wood has 
a Sanitized® treatment protecting it from 
premature ageing caused by mico-organisms. 
The Sanitized® treatment also ensures optimum 
hygiene properties making it ideal for use in 
hospitals, kitchens, schools and large communal 
areas.

Contract Supreme Wood is available in a choice 
of five attractive wood effect finishes and has a 
tough 0.7mm PVC clear wear layer giving good 
resistance to indentation and abrasion. The 
backing has a high recycled material content and 
is another example of Environmental Intelligence 
by Tarkett.

Tel: 01622 854040  Fax 01622 854500 		
Email: uksales@tarkett.com 			 
Web: www.marleyfloors.com

View company information >>     Contact >>

E-Cousti Direct 
New to the E-Cousti range, E-Cousti Direct is 
an acoustic flooring board designed to meet the 
requirements for impact and airborne sound as 
set out in Approved Document E of the Building 
Regulations, when used with an appropriately 
insulated floor. The board comprises 22mm P5 
chipboard, laminated to 5mm polyethylene foam, 
bonded to 1mm layer of the award winning 	
E-Cousti Membrane sound barrier.

The board is ideal for use on timber joist 
refurbishment projects where floorboards are 
being replaced and height restrictions are 
problematic, such as a ‘room in roof’ conversion 
or an acoustic refurbishment where the door 
threshold height presents a problem. It is also 
perfect when converting buildings into flats.  

Typical Build Up:  		 E-Cousti Direct		
			  Timber Joists		
			  100mm 45kg/m3 Mineral 	
			  Wool			 
			  Resilient Bars		
			  2 x15mm Acoustic 		
			  Plasterboard		
			  100mm E-Cousti Ecostrip 	
			  around the perimeter 	
			  Must be sealed with E-Cousti 	
			  Fix and Seal

BRE Test Results: 		 Rw+Ctr = 53dB		
			  L’nw      = 55dB    

Board dimensions:  	28mm x 600mm x 2400mm	
Board Weight: 			  25kg

E-Cousti also has NBS Plus, Product Selector, 
RIBA Approved CPD, Specify It and FastrackCAD. 

For more information visit www.e-cousti.co.uk or 
contact your local stockist. Alternatively call the 
technical services helpline on 0114 2856492.
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